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able, however, is the distinctness given the contrast between the ideas 
of Jesus and those of the high-priests. The account of the trial of 
Jesus is a very effective retelling of the gospel stories, and gives clearly 
the supposed reason why the Jews killed Jesus. The author claims 
that Jesus did not show himself to his people in his true capacity, but 
rather as one who arraigned all classes of society, especially the reli- 
gious leaders. If he had shown the Pharisees the same gentleness he 
showed his disciples, the author evidently believes he would not have 
been executed. The book is, as the author says, "a sort of apologia 
of the Jewish people for the so-called rejection of Jesus;" and it is in 
this latter capacity that it must be judged. As such it is far from 
convincing. S. M. 

Miracles and Supernatural Religion. By James Morris Whit- 
on, Ph.D. New York: The Macmillan Co., 1903. Pp.144. 

S0.75. 

This little book aims to state the mutual relation in which miracles 
and supernatural religion are now seen to stand. The main thesis of 
the book is that miracles are not essential to supernatural religion. 
The biblical miracles might all be explained, and supernatural religion 
would not be the poorer. Nor are they any longer evidences of super- 
natural religion. They no longer belong to the weapons, but to the 
baggage of the army of religion. This is because it is now seen that 
"the decisive criterion of any truth .... must be truth of the same 
kind," and that physical miracles cannot, therefore, attest ethical truth. 
The present view of God and his relation to the world has also disposed 
of the evidential value of miracles. The former view saw God only in 
the extraordinary and irregular events of nature. The more law, the 
less God. The present view sees God in law. It sees that God can- 
not "come into the universe in miracle, for he is never out of it." 
Genesis itself suggests a different view from that which found God only 
in miracle. Does it not say that God promised Noah, as an evidence 
of his presence in the world, that the regular succession of seasons 
should not fail ? 

Are we then to deny that the miracles of the Bible took place ? 
Quite the contrary, says our author. We need a new definition of 
miracle. The older (not, our author notes, the oldest) definition of 
the miracle was a violation of the laws of nature. The possibility for 
that definition has passed. This book defines a miracle as "an act of 
benevolent will exerted for an immediate effect, and transcending the 
then existing range of human intelligence to explain and power to 



?6 THE BIBLICAL WORLD 

achieve." " Miracle" is, then, not a fixed term, but one which fits into 
a sliding scale, so that what is a miracle to one grade of civilization is 
not so to another. Now, modern thought is continually drawing the 
line closer about the unknown, and the range of the miraculous is 
becoming smaller. Doubtless it will never wholly disappear, but the 
process of minimizing is not yet complete. 

Thus far the book is a report of progress, and represents very well 
the trend of present thought. Reading it will be to many a man of 
modern thought like beholding his natural face in a glass. On certain 
points however, Dr. Whiton advances thoughts of his own, which will 
not find so common assent. Very suggestive is his general explanation 
of the phenomena which have been called miraculous. The miracle is, 
he says, "the natural product of an extraordinary endowment of life." 
Life itself is the real miracle. If an event deemed miraculous is 
ascribed to God, what is really meant is that "the reality behind the 
phenomenon is simply a higher and stronger kind of life." Did we 
know the laws of life, the inexplicable elements in miracles would dis- 
appear. Dr. Whiton looks for much explanation of miracle in the 
further prosecution of the lines opened up by recent psychical research. 

Two classes of miracles only receive any detailed attention in the 
book. One class is the virgin birth and the bodily resurrection of 
Jesus ; the other the raising from the dead. Regarding the doctrine of 
the virgin birth, the writer notes that it is no longer used as a proof of 
the incarnation, and expects that it will "disappear by atrophy." He 
also distinguishes between real and phenomenal or corporeal resurrec- 
tion. There seems, however, to be in the case of Christ evidence even 
of this latter. On the subject of the resurrection we still wait further 
knowledge. Far less satisfactory to many will be the treatment of the 
raisings from the dead. The explanation offered is nothing less than 
the old trance theory, buttressed by suggestions, in the case of Christ, 
of exceptional psychic power. 

The purpose of the book is to show that supernatural religion does 
not depend for its validity on miraculus proofs. From this point of 
view the essay is successful, and is well worth attention. Doubtless 
Dr. Whiton would not claim that it says the last word on miracles. A 
thorough, scholarly, reverent investigation of the miraculous narratives 
of the Bible and of the philosophy of miracles is a desideratum. Doubt- 
less it will come in good time; and this book is valuable as an essay in 
preparation. 

Irving F. Wood. 
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